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he to whom nothing is impossible, and who is not
less powerful at one time than at [52] another, seems
finally pleased to raise up from these stones and rocks
true children of Abraham and of the Church.

The things which seem, after the aid of Heaven,
to have contributed most to the advancement of this
work, are: First, the patience and the courage of the
Fathers who were here before, who were not rebuffed
or wearied in waiting for the times and moments of
divine Providence, and who,— notwithstanding all
the persecutions and dangers of massacre, on the
verge of which they often found themselves, and par-
ticularly last year,—in no wise relaxed their atten-
tions and kindnesses in visiting and assisting the sick,
yea, even in the cabins of those who seemed to have
the most ill-will towards them.

And indeed it seems that God wished to show that
that was the seed which produced this fruit,—so ar-
ranging matters that in the very month of October
in which, the year before, their death had been
decreed, in this same month the next year, when
they thought themselves to be still very far from the
harvest, they perceived the fruit quite ripe and ready
to be gathered.

[53] In the second place, the example of our secular
French, or domestics, has been of no little service.
We experience only too strongly the force of this
element, either for good or for evil; and I do not
doubt that the cause might have been sooner advanced
if all the French who have come up to this country
had been of irreproachable lives. At least it is cer-
tain that the Barbarians would not so often have
stopped us when we were proposing to them the Com-
mandments of God, and brought forward, in the



